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Valley-Wide Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors 

 

Division 1 
Nick Schouten 

President 

Division 2 
Steve Simpson 

Director 

Division 3 
Jan Bissell 
Secretary 

Division 4 
John Bragg 

Vice President 

Division 5 
Noah Rau 

Director 

 

Special Meeting of the Board of Directors 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, June 2, 2020, 5:00 P.M. 

Public Teleconference 

    URL to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82264366816 

Or join by phone: US: +1 408 638 0968 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 

346 248 7799 or +1 646 876 9923 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799  

  Zoom Webinar ID: 822 6436 6816 

 

Welcome to the Board of Directors Meeting 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: (Special Teleconference Meeting Procedures) In compliance with 
State of California Executive Order N-29-20 dated March 17, 2020, regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic, this meeting is being conducted utilizing teleconferencing and electronic means. 

Anyone who wishes to address the Board regarding items not on the agenda may do so 
under item #7 “Public Comment” when the President requests comments from the audience.  
You may do so by selecting the “Raise Hand” button on your computer or press *9 on your 
telephone. You will be called upon when it is your turn to speak. Presentations are limited to 
three (3) minutes.   

Individuals who wish to address the Board regarding items on the agenda should select the 
“Raise Hand” button on your computer or press *9 on your telephone prior to the item you 
wish to comment on. Public Comments regarding agenda items will take place prior to Board 
discussion of each item. Presentations are limited to three (3) minutes.   

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, you should contact, Lanay Negrete, Clerk of the Board, at 
Lanay@GoRecreation.org. Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the District 
to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting.  

Agenda posting, and meetings are done in accordance with Ralph M. Brown Act 
Government Code ∮ 54954.2 and 54953. PLEASE NOTE: District agendas are 
posted at least 72 hours in advance of regular meetings at the District Office, 901 W. 

Esplanade Avenue, San Jacinto, California. 
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1. CALL TO ORDER   

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3. INVOCATION 

4. ROLL CALL 

5. AGENDA APPROVAL 

6. RECOGNITION, PROCLAMATION  

➢ None 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

8. BOARD COMMENTS  
 

8.01. Board members wishing to comment may do so at this time  

9. VALLEY-WIDE CLEARING ACCOUNTS CHECK LIST 

9.01. None 

10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

10.01. None 

11. PRESENTATION  

11.01. None 

12. CONSENT CALENDAR      

12.01. None 

13. CONSENT ITEMS HELD OVER  

14. PUBLIC HEARING 

14.01. None 

15. ACTION ITEMS 

15.01. Board Discussion of the Annual 4th of July Event 

➢ Board of Directors review, discuss, and provide direction to staff 

regarding the implementation of the annual Fourth of July Event. 
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16. ITEMS FOR BOARD INFORMATION, DISCUSSION, DIRECTION 

16.01. None 

EXECUTIVE CLOSED SESSION  

➢ None 

17. ADJOURNMENT 

PLEASE NOTE: District agendas are posted at least 24 hours in advance of special meetings at the 
District Office, 901 W. Esplanade Avenue, San Jacinto, California. 

The next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 15, 2020 at 

5:30 p.m. the Valley-Wide District Office located at 901 W. Esplanade Avenue, San Jacinto California, 

92582. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and in compliance with California Governor Newsom’s 

Executive Orders N-29-20, this meeting may be held electronically. If applicable, more information will 

be provided and available on the June 15, 2020 Board Agenda.  

I, Lanay Negrete, Clerk of the Board of Valley-Wide Recreation and Park District, do hereby 
certify that I caused to be posted the foregoing agenda this 1st day of June 2020 as required by 
law. 
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ACTION ITEM 

ITEM 15.01 
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AGENDA REPORT Item No. 15.01 
 

  

 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING: 

 SUBJECT: 

June 2, 2020  Board Discussion of the Annual 4th of July 
Event 

   
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
The Board of Directors review, discuss, and provide direction to staff regarding 
the implementation of the annual Fourth of July Event. 
 

ANALYSIS: 
 
Over the last several months, Valley-Wide Recreation has been faced with 
numerous difficult decisions regarding  the services provided  to the public as the 
nation continues to grapple with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  Valley-
Wide must  now determine the viability of summer programs with little information 
of when or how the restrictions on large group gatherings and social distancing 
will be lifted. 
 
Independence Day is a long-time tradition at Regional Park, and always was a 
special event that brought the community together to celebrate our nations 
independence.  The celebration included a destination spot for much of 
Hemet/San Jacinto Valley for live entertainment including local artists and 
performers, vendors and finishing the day with a great fireworks display. 
 
On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency 
because of the threat of COVID-19, and on March 12, 2020, through Executive 
Order N-25-20, he directed all residents to heed any orders and guidance of 
state and local public health officials.  Subsequently, on March 19, 2020, 
Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-33-20 directing all residents to 
heed the State Public Health Officer’s Stay-at-Home order which requires all 
residents to stay at home except for work in critical infrastructure sectors or 
otherwise to facilitate authorized necessary activities.  On April 14, 2020, the 
State presented the Pandemic Roadmap, a four-stage plan for modifying the 
Stay-at-Home order, and, on May 4th, announced that entry into Stage 2 of the 
plan would be imminent. 
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Given the size and diversity of California, it is not surprising that the impact and 
level of county readiness for COVID-19 has differed across the state.  On May 
18, 2020, the County submitted to the California Department of Health Services a 
COVID-19 Variance Attestation Form for Riverside County, which subsequently 
was approved moving the County into an accelerated Stage 2 of the reopening 
plan.  In the plan, large gatherings are not permitted until Stage 4. 
 

 
Figure 1- Riverside County Reopening Plan 

 
During the March 16, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors, The Board 
approved Resolution No. 1117-20 Declaring and Joining County of Riverside 
Public Health Declaration of Local Health Emergency and Rendering of Certain 
Emergency Order.  We venture to say that no one thought we would be here 
nearly 100 days later. 
 
Valley-Wide staff team notified our fireworks vendor, Pyro Spectacular Inc., on 
March 26, 2020 with the following request: 
 

“Although it is our hope that we will be able to have our annual 
fireworks show on July 4th.  We have not been given the green light 
to continue any event planning until further notice and the fireworks 
event needs to be put on hold. 
 
Do you have a cut-off date of when you will need to know for sure if 
our event will be happening?” 

 
Subsequently, on April 17, 2020, Mr. Jeff Martin the show producer for Pyro 
Spectaculars, Inc responded: 
 

Thank you for the update. No cutoff date yet. 
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Pryo Spectaculars, Inc. has been the Valley-Wide vendor for fireworks since 
1976 with only one or two known times that Valley-Wide has not used them for 
fireworks service.  However, during recent discussions, Pryo Spectaculars, Inc. 
has been elusive in discussing the fact that Valley-Wide maynot proceed under 
the current orders.  As of this report, it is still up in the air if the vendor will seek 
damages for cancellation.  We would expect they would forgoe cancellation fees 
of $13,114 under these pandemic circumstances. 
 
Additionally, in years past, we have used the services of local law enforcement to 
meet the needs of crowd control and post-event traffic control.  As of this writing, 
we have been unable to receive a commitment from local law enforcement to 
earmark the resources needed for these purposes.  Valley-Wide staff is unable to 
meet the new codes regarding crowd control.  We have requested confirmation; 
 
 
however, we also know that additional resources will be needed to prevent 
gatherings at Regional Park. 
 
One final note, the City of Temecula decided to hold the fireworks show on July 
4th; however, at a later date the city cancelled the event based, in part, on the 
recommendation of the City Attorney that the event would be in contrast to the 
Governor’s Order. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Email discussion with Pyro Spectacular, Inc. 
2) Governor’s Executive Order N-33-20 
3) Pyro Spectacular, Inc. Contract 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prepared by: Gustavo Bermeo 
Reviewed by: Gustavo Bermeo 
Approved by: Dean Wetter 
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EMAIL DISCUSSION 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Jeff Martin <jmartin@pyrospec.com> 
Date: Fri, Apr 17, 2020 at 11:03 AM 
Subject: Re: Fireworks Show 
To: Gustavo Bermeo <gustavo@gorecreation.org> 
 
Thank you for the update. No cutoff date yet. 
 
Jeff Martin 
Show Producer 
Pyro Spectaculars,Inc. 
Office 888-477 PYRO (7976) X 236 
Fax 909-355-9813 
Cell-909-831-9985 
P.O. Box 2329 Rialto, Ca. 92377 
3196 N Locust Ave. Rialto,Ca. 92377 
jmartin@pyrospec.com 
www.pyrospec.com 
 
 
On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 4:09 PM Gustavo Bermeo <gustavo@gorecreation.org> wrote: 
 
Hi Jeff, 
I hope this message finds you and your family well and in good health.  
Along with everyone else, we are in a holding pattern at all of our facilities.  We effectively closed all of 
our sites on March 19th and are awaiting the next order.  Currently, we are closed until April 30th.   
 
Based on our communication with the County of Riverside and State Parks, we are being told that as of 
right now, getting back to business might take some time and we are uncertain about any of our future 
events since they have been put on hold.   
 
Although it is our hope that we will be able to have our annual fireworks show on July 4th.  We have not 
been given the green light to continue any event planning until further notice and the fireworks event 
needs to be put on hold. 
 
Do you have a cut-off date of when you will need to know for sure if our event will be happening?   
 
Thank you Jeff,  
 
Gustavo 
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